
 
 

 

  

“[Education] is the best investment we can make – one that pays off in countless dividends, 

for us, for our children, and for our society. If we hope to maintain or improve the quality of life 

in our communities, attract new industries, and continue to prosper as a nation, top-notch 

schools are essential.”  

-American Association of School Administrators 

EAST COLUMBIA SCHOOL TASK FORCE 
 

June 25, 2013 
 



2 | P a g e  
 

  

Table of Contents 
Acknowledgements ....................................................................................................................................... 3 

East Columbia School Task Force Background .......................................................................................... 4 

Past Studies ............................................................................................................................................... 4 

Maury County Comprehensive Plan ..................................................................................................... 4 

East Columbia Revitalization Plan ......................................................................................................... 5 

Tom J. Hitch Parkway Land Use Plan .................................................................................................... 7 

School Location Guidelines ....................................................................................................................... 9 

Site A Summary ....................................................................................................................................... 11 

Infrastructure ...................................................................................................................................... 11 

Rehab Older Schools ........................................................................................................................... 11 

Facility Improvements- 2011- 2012 ............................................................................................................. 13 

Facility Improvements- 2012- 2013 ........................................................................................................ 15 

Joint Use Agreements ......................................................................................................................... 16 

Performance - ..................................................................................................................................... 17 

Busing .................................................................................................................................................. 18 

Economic Drivers ................................................................................................................................ 18 

Pillar of Community ............................................................................................................................ 19 

Site B Summary ....................................................................................................................................... 20 

Summary Table ....................................................................................................................................... 21 

School Task Force Recommendations .................................................................................................... 22 

Appendix ................................................................................................................................................. 23 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

  

Acknowledgements 

Thank you to the following for being on the School Task Force or assisting the School Task Force in their 

research: 

 

City Planning Staff 

Chris Poynter, Assistant Executive Director Boys & Girls Club of Maury County 

 
Dr. Christa S. Martin, Ed.D., 3rd Ward City Council Member, Columbia, Tennessee 

 

Cindy Johnson, former Central High School Principal, Interim Secondary Supervisor of Maury County 
Schools 

 
Eddie Hickman, Director of Schools Maury County School System 

 
Gary Stovall, 3rd District Maury County Commissioner 

 
Kim Doddridge, Maury County Public Schools 

 
Leslie Meehan, Director of Healthy Communities, Nashville MPO 

 
Mary Carter, Supervisor of Attendance & Discipline Maury County School System 

 
Mary Vavra, Lose & Associates, Inc. 

 
Patrick M.Carter Esq; Hardin, Parkes, Kelley, Carter & Bryant PLLC 

 
Scott Gains, Assistant Director of Schools Maury County School System 

 
Rev. Talvin Barner, 3rd District Maury County Commissioner 

 
Rev. Trent Ogilvie, Executive Director of Columbia Housing and Redevelopment Corporation, Advent 

Community Development Corporation, 
Pastor of Bethel Chapel AME Church 

 
Rev. Victor Goodman, Chairman of East Columbia Task Force, School Board Member,  

Pastor of Wayman Chapel AME Church 

 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

East Columbia School Task Force Background 

On February 29, 2012, a meeting was held with Director of Schools, Eddie Hickman, and Assistant 

Director of Schools, Scott Gains, to discuss solutions and alternatives to the issues facing East Columbia. 

Further discussions lead to the development of a School Task Force of community leaders to conduct a 

feasibility study on opening H.O. Porter School at College Hill as an elementary school for the [2013-

2014-2015] school year. 

Motivated by a mission to reconnect students of East 

Columbia, the School Task Force began reviewing the 

issues. We found that students have been transported 

over the years to different schools and they lack a true 

“neighborhood school” with a historic presence and 

community support.        

Currently, the closest school to the East Columbia 

neighborhood is Riverside Elementary, located four city 

blocks away on the north side of the Duck River (see 

aerial).  

The East Columbia School Task Force believes a school 

would benefit East Columbia and several recent studies 

have identified a need for a school in the area. Below is a summary of past studies pertaining to East 

Columbia.  

Past Studies  

 Maury County Comprehensive  

 Plan East Columbia Revitalization Plan  

 Tom J. Hitch Parkway Land Use Plan 

Maury County Comprehensive Plan 

Completed in 2009, the Maury County Comprehensive 

Plan includes the cities of Columbia, Mt. Pleasant and 

Spring Hill. “The comprehensive plan serves as an 

important management tool for promoting a strong, 

healthy community. It describes the community’s vision 

and directs how the county and cities will develop over 

time, how they will function in the future, the quality of 

life opportunities that citizens will be able to experience 

and the mechanisms for accomplishing that vision. The 

Maury County Comprehensive Plan has identified the 
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East Columbia Study Area as an Urban-Neighborhood character area. 

The Urban-Neighborhood character area is described as a compact, walkable community in close 

proximity to a city or neighborhood center. The general development pattern is defined by 

predominately residential development. Buildings should have moderate to shallow setbacks, large to 

medium building footprints in relation to lot size and should frame the street. Additionally, there should 

be a high level of street connectivity with frequent intersections and bicycle and pedestrian facilities to 

encourage travel by foot or bike. While the East Columbia area already includes many of the features of 

an Urban-Neighborhood character area, there are also several elements of the study area that do not 

match the character area description and intent. These areas are primarily at the eastern boundary 

where development is low density residential or rural in nature.” 

East Columbia Revitalization Plan 

The need for an East Columbia Revitalization Plan emerged during the Maury County Comprehensive 

Plan process. The purpose of the revitalization plan is to provide a collective community vision and guide 

much needed reinvestment in the area. Through a series of public meetings, opens houses, and 

stakeholders interviews, the planning team gathered input. Residents identified issues include blight, 

crime and disinvestment. The plan provides recommendations and outlines implementation measures 

to help revitalize the area, which includes an action plan.   

The East Columbia Revitalization Plan recognized the issues related to a lack of a school, noting that 

even though East Columbia has an educational history with H. O. Porter School at College Hill (formerly 

College Hill) and Carver-Smith School, there are no schools currently in operation in the East Columbia 

area. The closest school to the neighborhood is Riverside Elementary, located on the north side of the 

Duck River. 

The plan was completed in spring of 2009 and included an action plan. Regarding schools, the planning 

team provided two recommendations listed in the image below. Both are listed as short-term goals.  
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Action Plan: 
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Tom J. Hitch Parkway Land Use Plan 

The Tom J. Hitch Parkway Land Use Plan was prepared in 2003 to assess the economic impact of the 

parkway.  

In regards to a school location, the study indicates a general area. The plan refers to the location as 

public/semi-public area where a school could be located. It also notes that the Columbia Board of 

Education (see page III-1) proposed 

the location. It does not provide 

information on why the site south 

of Iron Bridge Road would be a 

good location for a school. 

Existing Utilities identified: 

 Electric is on Iron 

Bridge Road 

 30” Sewer on Iron 

Bridge Road 

 Appears to be a lack 

of water (verify) 

The study provides several 

concepts. Concept A is 315 acres, 

which the School Task Force 

reviewed and listed as Site B in this 

document.  

 

The site shown in gray and south of 

Iron Bridge Road is the proposed 

location for the new school.  
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The Southern Urban Growth Area is a subcomponent of the Maury County Comprehensive Plan. It is 

intended to achieve the same goals as the countywide comprehensive plan, which is to serve as a guide 

for future development decisions. Below is the SUGA Conceptual Future Land Use Map. The full 

document can be found at www.columbiatn.com/PubRecs/PDFs/SUGA.pdf 

 

J.E. Woodward Elementary and Brown Elementary are the two schools located near SUGA, both north of 

the area. The plan “design strategies” include “encourage the location of schools or community centers 

within walking distance of residences” and “provide safe facilities for pedestrians, school buses, and 

bicyclists using the road right-of-way.” 

 

 

  

http://www.columbiatn.com/PubRecs/PDFs/SUGA.pdf
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School Location Guidelines 

When selecting a site, the task force developed guidelines based on research. In summary, the 

guidelines include: 

 School Size: (provide summary) Initially, we learned that the schools needed to be a certain size, 

specifically, 18 acres for elementary, 30 acres for middle school and 55 acres for high school. 

Unfortunately, these standards do not always have the best interest of the students in mind. 

 Infrastructure:  (water, sewer, etc.)  

 Transportation: (walking/biking distance, busing cost). Locating schools on roadways, which do 

not have sidewalks or other alternative modes of transportation, places a huge burden on 

schools. The annual cost of busing students in the United States is approximately $17 billion, and 

the volatile nature of fuel costs makes it difficult for districts to plan and prepare1. It also leads to 

automobile congestion and other negative effects (see xxx) 

 Economic Impact: When cities and 

counties make investments in infrastructure, 

the private investment follows. For example, 

Downtown Columbia was neglected for many 

years until the Columbia Main Street program 

began focusing on this area after becoming 

established in 1983. Their revitalization efforts 

included new sidewalks, street furniture and 

other streetscape improvements. This re-

investment has clearly help revitalize Downtown. Unfortunately, 

improvements have not been extended into East Columbia, 

which has suffered from dis-investment for many years. The 

decline of the community could be linked to the closing of the 

Carver Smith High School in 1969 and College Hill Elementary 

School in 1985. A new school in the heart of East Columbia, 

instead of on the edge, could give it the investment it needs. 

Studies show that quality public schools can help make Columbia 

more economically competitive and that the quality, size, and 

shape of school facilities themselves affect economic 

development2 

 Health:  Below is a list of facts from the Nashville MPO: 

o 10   of   the   most   obese   states   are   in   the   south,   and   many   have   counties   

with   over   50%   obesity   and   high   rates   of   physical   inactivity.    

o Overweight   adolescents   are   70%   more   likely   to   become   overweight   adults    

                                                           
1
http://changelabsolutions.org/sites/default/files/Smart_School_Siting_FactSheet_FINAL_%28CLS-

20120530%29_20120312_0.pdf 
2
 http://www.mea.org/tef/pdf/public_schools_development.pdf 

 “Ideally, schools are 

centers for the community 

and are located within 

walking and bicycling 

distance of the students 

who the schools serve.” 
http://www.saferoutespartnership.or

g/state/bestpractices/schoolsiting 

“Revitalizing a neighborhood school may stimulate local 

businesses and residents to make improvements to their 

properties. This new investment can raise property tax 

assessments, broaden the tax base and ultimately enhance 

tax revenues.”  
Yale Stenzler, Ed.D. 

Former Executive Director 

School Construction Program, Maryland 
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o A   child   with   an   overweight   parent   is   80%   more   likely   to   become   

overweight.   In   TN,   students   receive   only   90   minutes   of   physical   activity   class   

time   a   week,   and   in   many   schools,   walking   to   classrooms   is   counted   

toward   this   time.    

o Walking   to   and   from   school   is   associated   with   better   child   behavior,   less   
absenteeism   and   better   test   scores.   

 
 MILE RADIUS 348 students 

  In Zone  

Attending 
Out of 
Zone  Total  

Enrollment as of 
8/6/12  

New 
Total  Capacity  

Brown 121 0 121 290 169 425 

Highland 112 3 115 328 213 385 

Howell 26 1 27 478 451 700 

McDowell 32 3 35 275 240 400 

Riverside 49 1 50 362 312 570 

Total: 340 8 348       

       5 MILE RADIUS 638 students  
     

  In Zone  

Attending 
Out of 
Zone  Total  

Enrollment as of 
8/6/12  

New 
Total  Capacity  

Brown 202 0 202 290 88 425 

Highland 226 6 232 328 96 385 

Howell 38 2 40 478 438 700 

McDowell 62 12 74 275 201 400 

Riverside 88 2 90 362 272 570 

Total: 616 22 638       

College Hill Capacity: 350 
       

School Location Site A and Site B 

Based on past studies, the group focused on two sites. 

Site A – H.O. Porter School at College Hill (formerly College Hill) School including the School Board 

Maintenance Facility) Total Acres: 7 acres plus additional acreage at Frierson Johnson Park  

Site B – Suburban location on Tom Hitch Parkway Total Acres:  315 acres  

 

 



11 | P a g e  
 

Site A Summary  

Site A is located in the East Columbia 

neighborhood. The building was converted from 

a school to the county school board offices and 

alternative school. If selected, these uses would 

need to be relocated to another location in the 

community.  Effective on or before July 31, 2013, 

The Head Start Organization will be located at 

209 Wayne Street.  

Infrastructure - Water, sewer, roads, transit, 

sidewalks, bike lanes and greenways 

 

 By re-using this existing building, there could be financial savings when comparing the 

cost of infrastructure to an undeveloped site. Because the necessary water, sewer, 

roads and, sidewalk already exists, the H. O. Porter School at College Hill would cost less 

than building a new school that did not have this infrastructure. The savings could also 

extend to transit. Given the expense of busing, having a school close to residents in East 

Columbia could reduce busing cost. See page 18  

Rehab Older Schools - Cost analysis breakdown of the comparison and contrast of the estimated cost to 

rehab College Hill School vs building a new facility. 
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Scott A. Gaines  Assistant Director

Edward A. Hickman                                                                      Scott Gains  
Director of Schools                               Assistant Director 

Maury County Public Schools 

501 West 8
th

 Street, Columbia, TN 38401  

(931) 388-8403, Fax (931) 840-4410 

          

Memorandum  
5/23/2013 

To:   Eddie Hickman  

From:  Wally Keller  

RE:  Miscellaneous Information Request  

 

Per your request, I offered the following information:  

College Hill  H.O. Porter Acreage     2.24 acres 

Costs: Spring Hill Middle. School  

Land             236, 580 

Building & Site Work    28,064,786 
Furniture      ___414,709 

TOTAL COST      28,716,075 

Costs: Marvin Wright Elementary School  

Land        120,000  
Building & Site (Inc. furniture)            10,722,795  

TOTAL COST               10,843,335  

Costs: Columbia Central High School (Estimated)  
TOTAL COST                 45,000,000  

School Remodeling Projects 2011-2012 & 2012-2013  
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Facility Improvements- 2011- 2012  

• Central Office  
 Renovations to Purchasing & Fixed Assets offices- Spring 2012  
 Addition & Renovations to Special Ed. offices  
 Renovation of women's restroom at rear of C.O. building  
 Millwork upgrades in administrative offices  

• Maintenance 
 Construction of equipment shed  
 Established Painting Crew  

• Baker Elementary  
o Sidewalk improvements  

• Brown Elementary  
 Sidewalk/ Handicap Ramp improvements  
 Security Improvements- Summer 2012  

• Central High School  
 Installation of new HVAC chiller- Spring 2012  
 New Science wing & auxiliary gym roof & sheet metal systems  

• Culleoka Unit School  
o New security fencing at soccer field  

• College Hill  
 New instructional furniture  
 Construction of new storage structure  

• Hampshire Unit School  
 New fire alarm panel  
 Security improvements- Summer 2012  

• Highland Park Elementary  
o Compactor relocation & parking lot striping- Spring 2012  

• Howell Elementary  
o Replacement of underground storm sewer piping  



• Mt Pleasant Elementary  
o Renovation of handicap sidewalk  

• Mt. Pleasant High School  
 New HVAC chiller- Spring 2012  
 Security improvements- Summer 2012  
 Partial roof & sheet metal trim replacement at Cafeteria & Shop areas  

• Santa Fe Unit School  
o Security improvements- Summer 2012  

• Spring Hill Elementary  
o New perimeter fence at Special Ed. playground  

• Spring Hill High School  
o Replacement fencing at ball fields  

• Woodard Elementary School  
o Replacement of vinyl tile flooring in hallway  

• Whitthorne Middle School  
 Refinishing of gymnasium floor- Summer 2012  
 Security improvements- Summer 2012  
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Facility Improvements- 2012- 2013  

Central Office  

o Renovations to provide area for on line applications  

Maintenance 

o Construction of pole barn for text book storage  

Baker Elementary  

o Office renovations  

Brown Elementary  

 Waterproofing of Library building- Summer 2013  

 Replacement of Pre K building HVAC system- Summer 2013  

Central High School  

o Renovations of 8 restrooms  

Culleoka Unit School  

o Installation of expansion joints in gym- Fall 2013  

Cox Middle School  

o Replacement of fire sprinkler heads  

Hampshire Unit School  

o Security improvements & office renovations- Summer 2012  

Highland Park Elementary  

o Toilet partition replacement- boys restroom- gym  

Howell Elementary  

o Installation of security doors- Summer 2013  

McDowell Elementary School  

o Security Improvements  
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Mt Pleasant Middle School  

o Clearing of brush at drainage ditch along northeast property line  

 
Mt. Pleasant High School  

 Security Improvements  

 Refinishing of gymnasium floor- Summer 2013  

Santa Fe Unit School  

 Security improvements  
 Installation of new chiller- Summer 2013  

Spring Hill Elementary  

o Installation of new chiller- Summer 2013  

Spring Hill High School  

 Replacement of vinyl tile flooring at auditorium lobby  

 Construction of pole barn for bee aviary project  

Woodard Elementary School  

o Installation of gymnasium air conditioning system- Summer 2013  

Whitthorne Middle School  

 Air quality improvements- building wide  
 Security improvements  
 Gutter and downspout replacement  
 Waterproofing of concrete blocks at roof line  
 Installation of gymnasium air conditioning system- Summer 2013  

Wright Elementary School  

o Replacement of HVAV system heat exchanger  

 

Joint Use Agreements - Cost saving advantage of utilization agreements to provide services (i.e. Maury 

County School System utilizing Frierson Johnson Park (City) 

 

 The potential for a partnership between the Maury County School System and the City 

of Columbia can be discussed.  This would address some functional needs of the school 

to have a recreation and play area.  
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Performance - researching the overall academic performance, disciplinary breakdown, and absenteeism 

of youth who reside 3 miles and 5 miles from School 

Discipline Breakdown for proposed school at College Hill 

Of the 217 students within the 5 mile radius, 35 of the students have had discipline infractions 

during the 2012-2013 year, and 20 of these have had multiple infractions resulting in several 

types of dispositions.  

The most prevalent infractions are rude/disrespectful behavior, disruption/interference, and 

defiance of authority. 

Attendance of these students: 

Collectively, the 217 students have missed 553 days and have 261 tardies for the 2012-13 school 

year.  

The achievement on the latest Discovery Assessment is as follows for these students: 

Reading/Language Arts    Math 
18% Advanced     20% Advanced 
26% Proficient     32% Proficient 
40% Basic     37% Basic 
16% Below Basic    11% Below Basic 
 
 
Prior achievement on Discovery Assessment: 
 
Reading/Language Arts    Math 
10% Advanced     12% Advanced 
26% Proficient     25% Proficient 
43% Basic     43% Basic 
21% Below Basic    20% Below Basic 

 
Current Demographics: 
If students within a five-mile(for consistency purposes do we want to use 5 mile, 3 mile or five-

mile, three-mile) radius attended College Hill, 93% of the 217 students would qualify for Free 

and Reduced lunches. The demographics would be: 33% White, 49% African American, 13% 

Hispanic, and 5% Multi-Race. Of these students, 10 have already moved in October to other 

schools. 

Grade K- 49 

Grade 1-43 

Grade 2- 44 
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Grade 3-37 

Grade 4- 44 

 

  A stable academic environment adds to the success possibilities of a student.  The intent 

is to avoid the real example of a student living on Bridge Street here in Columbia who 

was rezoned tree times while in elementary school by the Maury County Board of 

Education (2010-2011 zoned to Randolph Howell Elementary; 2011-2012 zoned to 

Brown Elementary School; and 2012-2013 zoned back to Randolph Howell Elementary 

School).   

 

Busing - analyzing the savings associated with reduced busing as a result of the potential number of 

youth who could walk from a reasonable distance from the school 

      Daily  Bus  Operation  and  Driver  Pay 

      
$176.43  per  day  x  5  days  per  week  = $882.15  per  bus 

 
$882.15  per  bus  x  36  weeks  per  school  year  =  $31,757.40 

 
$31,757.40  per  year  x  110  buses  =  $3,493,314.00  per year 

 
$31,757.40  per yr.  x  3  buses  =     $95,272.20 

 

 

Economic Drivers 

Although more research is needed, studies show a number of ways that public schools can positively 

impact economic development. On a national level, we find that education leads to a skilled workforce 

that helps Americans to compete on a global scale with increasing national productivity. On a local level, 

quality schools play a major role in attracting businesses. We found local examples of this phenomenon 

including nearby Williamson County, Tennessee, where quality schools have played a major role in many 

companies re-locating there. The evidence also suggested that home values are higher in better 

preforming school districts. A local example of this can be seen in East Nashville where the Lockeland 

Design Elementary School has made a significant impact to the community. The historic school was built 

in 19393. It has approximately 300 students and is connected by sidewalks to the surrounding residential 

                                                           
3
 Metro Nashville Public Schools: www.mnps.org/Page58090.aspx<accessed March 22, 2013 

http://MNPS:%20www.mnps.org/Page58090.aspx
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area. The school was converted to a magnet and, as test scores are increasing, the surrounding 

properties have been increasing as well. 4 

Re-investing in existing facilities in East Columbia would have a positive impact on the economically 

distressed area. Research indicates that these small, community supported schools that are well-

maintained boost home values and enhance economic growth.   

Pillar of Community 

H.O. Porter School at College Hill (College Hill)  

Uniquely and strategically placed, College Hill School is one of only a few neighborhood schools in the 

county tucked away in the heart and richness of its community. As a fully established K-4 Elementary 

School in the Maury County School System, H.O. Porter School at College Hill will enable the restoration 

of significant history misplaced and a community disconnected. Given the unique opportunity presented 

by the location of the school and its close proximity to those who live in the community creates an 

opportunity for H.O. Porter School at College Hill School to be a bridge among the child, parent, school 

and community. Surrounded by a community of this magnitude gives H.O. Porter School at College Hill 

the distinct advantage of having the students and families they serve within walking distance to the 

school. Recognizing this unique opportunity will allow for a school in the community to become a 

resource hub accessible to all in the community. Being accessible, promoting and setting high 

expectations will ignite an environment of holistic learning whereby the opportunity for academic 

achievement extends beyond the classroom into the home and community. We believe that H.O. Porter 

School at College Hill is a pillar of the community because it achieves: 

 Restoration of significant historical centerpiece within the community 

 

 Standard bearer for high expectation for youth, parents, and alumni in the community 

 

 A bridge among  the child, parent, school and community 

 

 An ignited environment of holistic learning where students receive the opportunity for academic 

achievement beyond the classroom and into their home and their community 

 

 An available education resource hub that is accessible by the surrounding community 

 

 An advocate for all educational and social development needs of the community 

                                                           
4
 Trulia. www.trulia.com/schools/TN-Nashville/Lockeland_Elementary_Design_Center <accessed March 22, 2013 

http://www.trulia.com/schools/TN-Nashville/Lockeland_Elementary_Design_Center
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 The diagram below displays the significant impact of H.O. Porter School at College Hill as a Pillar 

of the Community because of its legacy as an education institution within an inclusive 

community.   

Diagram 1A: 

The three pillars of a fully restored H.O Porter School at College Hill as a K-4 Elementary School  

 Empowered and Engaged Students 

 Academic Achievement and Lifelong Success 

 Emerging and Nurturing Society 

 

Desired outcomes of opening H.O. Porter School at College Hill as a K-4 public school: 

 Improved Learning and Achievement 

 Improved Attendance 

 Improved Discipline (reduction in suspensions) 

 Improved Social Behavior and Healthy Youth Development 

 Improved Community Life (the school embraces and impacts the community 24/7) 
 

Site B Summary  

Site B is a suburban, green-field site as opposed 

to re-using the existing building as explained in 

the analysis of Site A: H.O. Porter School at 

College Hill.  

Site B was introduced as part of the Tom J Hitch 

Parkway Land Use Study, which selected a site 

on Iron Bridge Road for the location of the 

school. The location is on the edge of the 

residential neighborhood and outside of the City 

limits in a more rural area. It is the olive green 

area shown on the plan. One of the challenges to 

this site is that much of the area is the 

floodplain. Additionally, Iron Bridge Road needs 

significant improvements as noted in the Maury County Transportation Plan. Another problem is if the 

school is located near the animal shelter on Tom Hitch Parkway where it is further away from the 

existing residents and lacks infrastructure such as sidewalks or other alternative modes of 

transportation.  

On the next page is a summary of the two sites.   
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Summary Table  

  
 

7 Key Indicators 
 

Site A - College 
Hill Location  

Site A - Tom J. 
Hitch Location 

Do 
Nothing  

Infrastructure – water, sewer, roads, transit, 
sidewalks, bike lanes greenways 

Use existing? 
Repair/upgrade 

All new - estimate 
cost $$$,$$S   

Rehab Older Schools 
Challenges and 
benefits  none    

Joint Use Agreements – Cities are locating 
schools, parks, police stations, even 

Partnership with 
parks, etc.   Need Research    

Student Improvement (decreased absenteeism, 
improved test scores) Possible   Need Research   

Busing – School Districts can save hundreds of 
thousands on busing Great location  Edge location  

Busing 
costs 

Economic Drivers – housing near well‐sited 
schools has increased value Great location  Edge location    

Pillar of the Community – Schools can be center 
of community Great location  Edge location    

Other   Expansion needs Floodplain issues    

      

        

Legend  
   Good  
   Bad  
   Neutral 
    

 
    

  



  
 

 

22 | P a g e  
 
 

 

School Task Force Recommendations 

The Task Force recommends that the H.O. Porter School at College Hill be the location for a K – 

4 Maury County School. 
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Appendix 

 
 

Schools are shown in blue. 
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Schools are shown in blue. 
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   Eddie Hickman              Scott Gaines 
    Director of Schools       Assistant Director of Schools 

 
Maury County Public Schools 

501 West 8
th

 Street, Columbia, TN  38401 
(931) 388-8403, Fax (931) 840-4410 

 

July 15, 2013 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Technology Cost for Horace Porter School at College Hill. 

 

Assumption 20 Classrooms for Instruction 

 

 Projector, Mounting Kit, ActivBoard, Installation 20 @ $2,551.00 =  $51,020.00 

 

 Optiplex Minitower    20 @ $1,000.95                                                  $20,019.00 

 

Laptops and charging station 5 @ $14,358.00                                       $71,790.00                                        

(laptops to support testing of largest grade of student population) 

 

Add additional switches to support bandwidth 10 @ $5,000                 $50,000.00 

 

Intercom upgrades                                                                                     $10,000.00 

 

Licensing to upgrade all school software to support a new school          $35,000.00 

(PowerSchool, Follet, school messenger, ENA webmail, Backup arc serve) 

 

School Server upgrades                                                                              $10,000.00 

 

TOTAL              $247,829.00 

 

Not included (additional power, wiring requirements) 
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